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Convention, Rutledge, -the Pinckneys, and Boder, spoke in
favor of the Constitution. Few of the up-country members spoke*
so far as the record shows, but their cause was represented with
unrelenting pertinacity by Rawlins Lowndes. Lowades, bom in
the West Indies, had been long a conspicuous figure in South
Carolina^ for one term president of the state> and was now taking
Ms last stand in public affairs. The debate in the legislature was
largely between him on one side and the Convention delegates
on the other.
The security of a republic is jealousy,9* Lowndes declared on
January 16, the first day of the debate; "for its ruin may be ex-
pected from unsuspecting security; let us not therefore, receive
this proffered system with implicit confidence, as carrying with.
it the stamp of perfection; rather let us compare what we already
possess, with what we are offered for it." He called the Articles
of Confederation Ka most excellent constitution, one that had
stood the test of time."* The new Constitution was an experiment
"What, risk the loss of political existence, on experiment!1* If
this experiment were tried, lie "sincerely believed . . . that the
sun of the southern states would set, never to rise again.3* The
Northern states would have a majority in Congress, and in the
nature of things would not consider Southern interests. Those
Northern states had already, in the Constitution, limited the
importation of slaves to twenty years. "For his part he thought
this trade could be justified on the principles of religion, hu-
manity, and justice; for certainly to translate a set of human
beings from a bad country to a better, was fulfilling every part
of these principles. But they1*—the Northern states—"don't like
our slaves, because they have none themselves; and therefore
want to exclude us from this great advantage.*"
Lowndes said he had been very much against the Declaration
of Independence, but after it was approved by the people he
had accepted it. He was very much against the Constitution,,
"but if it was sanctioned by the people^ it would have Ms hearty
concurrence and support.7*
Rutledge in his reply that day wondered that Lowndes could
"pass such eulogium on the old confederation/* which Rutiedge
represented in very different terms. And how could Lowndes*
**so strenuous an advocate for the powers of the people . . . dis-
trust the people the moment that power is given to them,"" and

